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TRIBUTE OF RESPECT TO 


COL. J. W. MCLUNG. 





SUPREME COURT, Jury 27, 1848. 


Hon. J.J. Oxmonp presented the following resolutions, ac- 
companied with some pertinent remarks, and moved that they 
be entered upon the minutes of the Court. 

The Bar of the Supreme Court of this State, have learned 
with pain, the melancholy intelligence of the death of one of 
its members, the Hon. James W. McCue, late of Hunts- 
ville. ‘The loss to the profession, and to the country, of so 
distinguished a member of our fraternity, excites the deepest 
sensations of regret and grief. If the country, and the pro- 
fession have lost so much by this visitation of Providence, the 
loss to his family must be incalculable and irreparable. And 
while we are deeply impressed with the first, our highest 
sympathy and condolence is extended to the bereaved and 
disconsolate, who were linked to him by the tenderest and 
strongest earthly ties. 

Resolved, That by the death of our brother, the Hon. James 
W. McClung, the State has been deprived of one of its most 
useful and distinguished citizens; and our profession, of one 
of its brighest ornaments. 

Resolved, That we tender the family of the deceased. our 
most hearty condolence in their loss of a husband and a father, 
and that the chairman of this meeting communicate these re- 
solutions to them. 

Resolved, That the chairman of this meeeting present 
these proceedings to the Supreme Court now in session, with 
a request that they be entered upon the minutes of the Court. 

To which the Hon. H. W. Cottier, Chief Justice, respon- 
ded as follows: 
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A voice to which we have long been accustomed to listen, 
at the bar of this Court and in the Halls of Legislation, has 
been hushed in death. One who has long interested and in- 
structed us in the social circle, by the promptness of repartee 
and the raciness of his conversation, has ceased to move 
among men, and sleeps in the silence of the grave. How 
forcible the admonition! What a theme for contemplation! 

‘We, too, shall soon “sleep the sleep that knows no wa- 
king,” and the places we have occupied in this “busy word”’ 
shall be filled by others. ‘The remembrance of the common 
destiny of man should repress our aspirations for worldly 
fame—should check the asperity and bitterness which mental 
collisions too often provoke, and give place to charity, benev- 
olence and all kindred virtues. ; 

The late Hon. James W. McClung was a native of Virgin- 
ia or Tennessee-——finished his collegiate education at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina—studied law in Lancaster, Pennsyl- 
vania, and settled in Huntsville, in this State, in 1819, where 
he continued to reside up to the period of his death. I made 
his acquaintance in my boyhood, and heard his first effort at 
the bar. His professional preparation was much more thorough 
than that of most young gentlemen, who come to the bar with 
increased facilities of thepresent day, for the acquisition of le- 
gal knowledge. The election of a friend to the bench upon 
the organization of the State government, at once placed him 
in the enjoyment ofan ample practice, and he ever afterwads 
commanded a due share of professional business. 'T'o say that 
he was a man of extraordinary perspicacity, would perhaps 
do him less than justice. When he became interested so as 
to aronse and draw forth his intellectual powers, he discover- 
ed profoundness of thought, with a judgment acute and dis- 
criminating. His arguments were sensible, direct and senten- 
tious—evincing a mind of great clearness ; but the prompt- 
ness with which he could call his resources into requisition, 
often induced him to neglect all previous preparation : hence 
he has left comparatively few evidences of laborious research, 
either'at the bar or in the legislature. 

During last winter, Col. McClung appeared to be enjoying 
his usual health, and presided at a meeting of professional 
gentlemen, assembled in this hall, to render the tribute of af- 
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fectionate remembrance to some of our brethren, who died — 
within the last year. How little did either he, or any of us 
suppose that he should so soon be removed from our ranks—, _ - 
that in six months the honors he paid to others should be 
manifested for him. But “the ways of Providence are mys- 
terious”’ indeed. 

We regret that but little of his last days is known to us. 
He, however, lingered for several months—his phisical powers 
gradually waning, until at length, like an-extinguished taper, 
vitality was exhausted, and the light and animation which he 
here exibited were transferred to another a and changeless 
state. A mind like his, during the long period of his afflic- 
tion, must have often dwelt upon the end of time, and, with 
imploring penitence, contemplated “the awful future.” We 
know “the Judge of all the earth will do right ;” and to His 
fiat we must all submit, with an humble hope that our friend 
rests, where toil, strife and anxiety disturb not his repose. 

To say of Col McClung that he was faultless, would be to 
attribute to him a perfection to which humanity never attains. 
If he had faults, let them be forever forgotton in the grave, 
or be mentioned only by those who take pleasure in speak- 
ing reproachfully of the dead. Ours shall be the more pleas- 
ing task to contemplate the bright page of his character—to 
cherish and honor his virtues. 

We unite with the bar in this manifestation of sorrow and 
affection, and direct the resolutions which have been presen- 
ted, at the request of its members, to be entered upon the 
Minutes of this Court. 








